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Hi, MKs! I am Robin Malcolm, the new 
office coordinator for ISMK. I just started 
in September, and it is a big job with a 
lot to learn. I already know some of you, 
but many of you I have never met. So 
we are all going through a big change 
togetherðyou, me, and the whole MK 
ministry office.  

Name : Robin Malcolm 
Husband : Phil 
Children : Jake and Grace  
Favorite Season : Fall 

In this issue 
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a word from  
Bwana Chad 

After I graduated from North Central University, I was hired on staff at a church 
outside of Denver, Colorado. One of the other pastors on staff would always say, ñLove 
and change take time.ò I have used that same phrase for many years now. As I think 
of the changes that have taken place in my own life, I remember change is not always 
easy. Most changes do take time. Some of the changes we experience are fun, like 
watching the leaves change every fall. Some changes are difficult, though, like moving 
away from a place where you spent four years of your life. One thing is certain ðwe all 
face change. The very nature of our lives guarantees change will happen for all of us. 
You may change friends, houses, and even Speed the Light vehicles a few times, but 
hopefully, you will also change spiritually over the course of your lifetime.  
 

As I said, change can be difficult. Most of us get comfortable with the way things are 
if we are allowed to settle in. We grow accustomed to our friends, our schools, and 
our way of life in general. We resist change, but change is inevitable! In fact, the only 
constant  in this life is Jesus Christ. Everything else around you will change; even your 

Our favorite 
things about fall 

Hometown : Seattle, WA 
Favorite Ice Cream :  
Mint Chocolate Chip 
Pets : Two cats, Pippi and Mouse 

Continued on page 2... 

relationship with your family will 
undergo changes as you grow. 
Jesus is the only constant. He is 
the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. He will never leave you 
nor forsake you. I donôt want to 
sound cliché, but what, other than 
God, do we have in life that will 
not change? If life around you is 
changingðyour friends leave you, 
you leave your friends, you lose 
someone you loveðI want you to 
remember that Jesus will always 
be with you. The Psalms often call 
God our ñrockò and ñfirm ground.ò 
Why do you think that is? It is  
because when everything else is 
in turmoil, He is stable.  
 

My prayer for each one of you this 
month is that you would build on 
the only relationship that will be 
with you forever. Develop it. See it 
grow. Then watch that 
relationship be your strength and 
your foundation when everything 
else around you is changing. 
 

If you are facing changes in your 
life, good or bad, the MK office is 
here for you. We want to know 
what is going on in your life, so 
drop us a line when you get a 
chance. We love you! 

ðBwana Chad 

Continued on page 4... 
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PARENTSðDonôt forget to log on to 
our Web site and sign up to receive 
parental updates from Bwana Chad! 

ñThe smell of the crisp air, the 
crunchy leaves, nice crisp apples 
ðI can always tell the weather is 
starting to change by the smell  

of the air.ò 

ïKristi  

 

ñI love finding the 
perfect crunchy 
leaf to step on 
when Iôm walking 

down the sidewalk. 
I also love making 
pumpkin pie!ò  

ïAmy 

ñI love the colors 
of the leavesð

red, yellow, 
orange, and 

green. That, and 
the fact that I 
donôt have to 
mow my lawn 
anymore!ò  

 ïBwana 

ñFall has something for all 
your senses. The leaves and 
colors are pretty to look at, 
the spices and smells and 

tastes of good food cooking, 
the nip in the air feels coolð

and the holiday season is 
just beginning!ò  

ïRobin 

ñI love how crisp the air is 
when itôs sunny out and 

seeing the light play off of 
all the colors of the leaves. 

And of course, I love to 
wear my scarves!ò  

ïEmily 



When my son Jake was small, we rearranged 
the living room furniture. The first thing he said 
was, ñI donôt like it. Put it back.ò For weeks 
afterward, at least once a day, he would say, ñIt 
doesnôt go this way. Put it back.ò At the time, we 
were getting ready to leave for our first term as 
missionaries in West Africa, and he was getting 
ready for his first MK experience. Because he 
was struggling so much with such a small 
change, we had to introduce a new family 
motto: ñChange is good.ò 
 

We have carried our family motto all over the 
world, and we have seen a lot of change. We 
moved from the U.S., went through language 
school, experienced a war, and lived in two 
African countries.  Even though our changes 
werenôt always easy, we tried to remind each 
other, ñChange is good.ò  
 
Change always brings new things, like new 
people, places, and experiences. If nothing ever 
changed, we would never make new friends, 
find new and delicious things to eat, or discover 
new places to visit. Change is difficult, and it 
upsets our sense of ñthe way things should be.ò 
But if you decide in your heart that change is 
good, it is easier to accept the hard parts of 
change. Soon you will find that your definition of 
the way things should be changes too. 
 
Iôm looking forward to being in the MK office, 
even though it is a big change for me. Instead of 
working with African children, Iôm working with 

MKs. Instead of living overseas, Iôm living in the 
U.S. But I get to meet all of you, and because of 
that Iôm remembering every day that change is 
good!   
 
MKs around the world, my prayer for each of 
you this month is that God will give you the 
courage to find the good in whatever changes 
you are facing. 

Did you know?? 

Connect the dots 
 

Count by fives to find your way  
through this picture!  

...Continued from page 1 

The word November comes from 
the Latin word for nine. 

�7�K�H���I�O�D�S���R�I���V�N�L�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���D���W�X�U�N�H�\�·�V��
chin is called a wattle. 

PARENTS, YOU CAN HELP your kids learn about the changing seasons. Teach them about the seasons where you live (is fall in 
March or September? Do you have four full seasons, or may just a dry season and a rainy season?), and then compare 
those seasons to the seasons in the States. Take your children on walks when the seasons change and have them point 
out things that indicate the changing seasonsðthe presence or absence of certain plants or animals, the temperature, etc. 
However it looks, seize these opportunities to talk your kids, not just about science, but also about the One who causes 
the seasons to change. 

The first full moon after fall begins is referred 
to as the Harvest Moon. 

Isaiah just lost his fourth tooth!  

Bwana Chad got to visit some MKs in 
Costa Rica this September! 
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ñElementary Children and Changeò by Brenda Dickey, Ed.S. 
 

     Elementary children enjoy change as long as some basic building block principles are maintained in family life. Family researchers have discovered that  
the single most important thing in the adjustment of children during change is a strong family life and parents who accept an d support one  
another.  The parents are the foundation of the family life, especially during change. Their attitude of support for each other is a mo del to elementary age  
children that everything is safe and secure. 
     According to developmental researchers, some of the basic needs of children at this age include physical, emotional, social, spiritual, and intellectual needs. 
Changes may affect each of these in some way, and the golden threads of safety and security running through all of these. Phy sical needs of food, shelter, and 
safety must be met or it may affect the childôs sense of safety and security. Emotional needs of unconditional acceptance, nurture and care can affect security  
of the child. Spiritual needs of faith and trust affect security. Unmet intellectual needs may affect the security of the chi ld. In his book, The Hurried Child, David 
Elkind says that unconditional acceptance and positive regard provide a haven for children. Parents who accept their children ñunconditionallyò during changes, 
when the children may be crying, or not performing well as the parents think they should, will encourage positive growth emot ionally in their children. Our role 
model of this ñunconditional acceptanceò is Christ, who showed us perfect love even when we did not perform well. 
 

Sources: Elkind, D., (1985), The Hurried Child. Addison-Wesley Publishing. 


