The early years of child development are exciting for children and
parents. Children are absorbing the activity, language, and culture
of their environment. Each stage of development brings new
opportunities for parents to interact and mold the development of
their child. Regarding
for learning and obedience to Christ are the most important goals
in parenting the educational process.

Reading good literature to children about places, events, and
helpers, also teaches important values.

A culturebds socialization
are important to define in the early developmental years of living
cross-culturally. For example, some cultures allow children to lie if
the truth will hurt someone else. Parenting this socialization
process requires an awareness of the differences in the cultural
norm related to the truthfulness Christ teaches. In some cultures
truth becomes relative to the immediate situation, but Christian
parenting requires bringing clarity, because this character trait
affects the childbés devel opmen
Early elementary years require basic mastering of reading,
writing, and math skills. This includes a strong phonetic
foundation for bilingual children. It is important to master basic
word skills in the childés pri
and write in a second language. School choices that provide a
good phonetic base for Grades k3 help a child master reading
and spelling in a bilingual setting.

What about learning another language? Children learn to
speak before they learn to read; therefore, the simple act of
playing with children in another culture will help them learn to
speak another language. They do not necessarily need an
academic setting in order to learn to speak another language
fluently. Role-modeling is also important; if parents love and

enjoy using the second language, the children will as well.
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Hello, MKs:

So many stories to tell and not enough time! | love stories. They are one of my
favorite things about MK life! MKs are never short on them, so we are planning to do
a communiqué focused on your stories. | hope you will take time to write down
some of your favorite stories and send them to me in the MK office.

As an MK myself | have many funny stories. | remember arguing with an elderly
Dutchman in Holland. He called me a liar when | told him | was an American. |
remember making so many cultural/language mistakes when | came back to
Am%ric&’i &othé words can have various meanings. | still get funny looks when | put
mayonnaise on my French fries! Just last week | was sitting on a plane with an MK
when the flight attendant looked at us and asked that age -old question we all love:
AfSo, where are you guys from?06 We | ook
Where do we start? Who goes first? It was quite a humorous moment!

Last week | was in Tanzania on an MK missions trip. (I will write more about
that trip in the next communiqué.) On this trip | preached four days in a row. Each
day | preached on something new. | love that the Bible is filled with great stories of
the past; we can learn so much from these historical accounts, and they are filled
with life! It seems | see something new each time | read them. My last opportunity
to speak, | chose to talk about the boy who gave the fish and bread to Jesus so He
could feed the crowds. Can you imagine what that boy could tell others about that
day? AMAZING! Have you had similar times when you have seen God move?

| want to challenge you to keep your ears open to hear the good things of God
happening around you. Someti mes we see
time to realize how God is moving in that situation. This week, look around you for
ways God is moving in your own life. Keep in touch with us and tell us how you are
doing. And if you have a story for us, | would LOVE to hear it!

Blessings,

8 Bwana Chad
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